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Understanding the Unique Needs of Special Needs
Children

Individualized Care

Children with special needs may have

different needs, requiring customized

support and accommodations.

Therapy and Treatment

Access to regular therapies, medical

care, and educational services is vital.

Communication and Support

Ensure open lines of communication

between parents and service providers,

facilitating consistency in care.



Key Considerations for
Custody Arrangements

Child's Best Interest

The custody arrangement

should prioritize the child's well-

being, recognizing their unique

needs.

Parent's Ability

Consider each parent's ability to

provide the necessary support

and care for the child's special

needs.

Communication and Cooperation

Strong communication and cooperation between parents is essential

for ensuring the child's well-being.



Navigating the Legal System
and Working with Attorneys

Legal Expertise

Consult with an attorney

specializing in family law and

special needs issues to

understand legal requirements

and options.

Advocacy

An attorney can advocate for

the child's needs and ensure

their rights are protected

during legal proceedings.

Mediation or Litigation

Determine the most appropriate approach to resolving custody

arrangements, based on the child's circumstances.



Creating a Custody Plan that Prioritizes the Child's
Well-being

Schedule

Create a detailed schedule that

accommodates the child's therapy

appointments, school activities, and

medical needs.

Communication

Establish clear lines of communication

between parents regarding the child's

health, education, and other important

matters.

Location

Consider the child's proximity to school,

therapy, and other essential services

when deciding on the parent's living

location.



Addressing Financial and Practical Challenges

1

Financial Support

Establish child support arrangements to ensure adequate

financial resources for the child's special needs.

2

Access to Resources

Identify and secure access to government assistance

programs, special needs trusts, and other resources to

support the child.

3

Caregiver Training

Provide training to caregivers on the child's specific needs

and how to best support them.



Collaborating with Schools
and Healthcare Providers

1

IEPs and 504s

Work closely with school officials to ensure the child receives

appropriate educational support and accommodations.

2

Communication

Maintain open lines of communication with healthcare

providers to ensure the child's medical needs are met.

3

Shared Information

Share relevant information about the child's needs and

progress with both parents and service providers.



Helping the Child Adjust to Shared Custody

1

Consistency

Maintain consistency in routines, rules, and discipline to provide a sense of stability

for the child.

2

Open Communication

Encourage open communication between the child and both parents to

address any anxieties or concerns.

3

Positive Reinforcement

Focus on positive reinforcement and praise to build the child's self-

esteem and confidence.

4

Support System

Connect the child with a support system of friends, family,

and therapists to provide additional assistance.



Contact Ziegler Law Group
At Ziegler Law Group, we provide legal advice and guidance to families

navigating custody arrangements for children with special needs. Contact

us today to schedule a consultation. Call Today  973-533-1100

tel:9735331100

